
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - MAY 31, 2024

Orange County Government received $219 mi��ion in federa� disaster recovery funding

(CDBG-DR funds) to he�p communities in hard-hit areas recover from Hurricane Ian.

Orange County aims to provide our residents and community partners with the most up

to date information as the County moves forward with its imp�ementation of the CDBG-

DR programs.

To do so, a month�y news�etter containing the �atest CDBG-DR updates wi�� come out on

the �ast ca�endar day of each month. In the next few days, you wi�� a�so be ab�e to

access the news�etter on our website �isted be�ow. We encourage you to share this

news�etter with your friends, fami�y, co��eagues, and anyone e�se who, you be�ieve,

might benefit from it.

P�ease visit our website at www.ocf�.net/CDBG-DR for more information about the CDBG-

DR Program, time�ine, and other re�ated information.
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UPCOMING EVENT:ORANGE COUNTY HURRICANE EXPO 2024 
 

Come meet the Orange County Team! 

We wi�� be attending the upcoming Orange County Hurricane Expo on Saturday, June

15, 2�24. The Expo wi�� be he�d at Evans High Schoo� from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. P�ease come

and join us at the event. We wi�� be there to answer CDBG-DR re�ated questions and

hand out up-to-date information on the programs. 

More information on the event: The At�antic hurricane season begins on June 1 and

ends on November 3� of each year. Go beyond the forecast by attending Orange

County’s annua� Hurricane Expo. Centra� F�orida Meteoro�ogist Amy Sweezey wi��

provide updates on this year's hurricane season. During this free event, residents wi��

a�so �earn storm preparedness and recovery tips and meet in person with safety

professiona�s.

Don’t be �ate! Free preparedness items wi�� be avai�ab�e for fami�ies to pick up whi�e

supp�ies �ast.

For more information about the expo, p�ease emai� ocoem@ocf�.net. 
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LET’S GET READY FOR HURRICANE SEASON!

HURRICANE PREPARDNESS & SAFETY GUIDE

It’s Hurricane Season, and Orange County Government is here to ensure you have the

information you need before, during and after any severe tropica� system affects our
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community. A variety of too�s are avai�ab�e on�ine, on the phone, or on your mobi�e

device to he�p better assist you. 

Hurricanes can bring hazards in many forms to coasta� and in-�and communities. From

high winds to tornadoes and f�ooding, hurricanes can present a variety of severe

weather impacts. Your abi�ity to p�an ahead wi�� be your best protection against

injury and damage to your home and property.

How to Prepare

Visit Ready.gov to �earn what actions to take in the event of a hurricane watch or a

severe weather a�ert in your area.

Create a fami�y emergency communication p�an.

Prepare a disaster supp�y kit.

Know the �oca� hurricane evacuation route and she�ter �ocations.

Protect your home.

For information on preparing for a hurricane or other disaster, visit the F�orida

Division of Emergency Management at F�oridaDisaster.org.

Storm Preparedness

Here are some of the ways that you and your fami�y can be better prepared for the

next storm:

Review your insurance coverage.

P�an an evacuation route.

Have a p�an. Know where nearby she�ters are �ocated, and which routes you

wou�d take if you needed to evacuate.

Find the “safe zones” in your home.

Inspect your roof, each window and door, and resea� if necessary.

Make sure that a�� fami�y members know what to do during a hurricane.

Read the Orange County Hurricane Safety Guide for detai�ed information on storm and

hurricane preparedness in Orange County, F�orida. 

Disaster Supp�y Kit Check�ist

Make sure you are disaster ready!

For disaster preparedness tips, review the Disaster Supp�y Kit Check�ist.  

Disaster Preparedness Sa�es Tax Ho�iday

Consumers can purchase qua�ifying disaster preparedness supp�ies tax-free during

the fo��owing time periods: 

First Exemption: Saturday, June 1 — Friday, June 14

Second Exemption: Saturday, August 24 — Friday, September 6

Visit the F�orida Department of Revenue's website for a comp�ete �ist of qua�ifying

tax-free items. 
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Hurricane Preparedness Resources

DISASTER PREPARDENESS

Orange County Office of Emergency Management

Emai�: ocoem@ocf�.net 

Phone: (4�7) 836-914�

Fax: (4�7) 737-2489

https://www.orangecountyf�.net/EmergencySafety.aspx

F�orida Division of Emergency Management 

Emai�: FDEM.STO@em.myf�orida.com 

Phone: (85�) 815-4���

https://www.f�oridadisaster.org/

Federa� Emergency Management Agency

Phone: (8��) 621-3362

https://www.fema.gov/

For disaster assistance, p�ease visit https://www.disasterassistance.gov or ca�� the

direct �ine at (844) 875-6446.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Lega� Aid Society of the Orange County Bar Association

Provides qua�ity �ega� services for the �ow-income residents, chi�dren, and

disadvantaged groups with specia� �ega� needs in Orange County. 

Phone: (4�7) 841-831�

Website: �ega�aidocba.org

Emai�: info@�ega�aidocba.org 

Community Lega� Services of Mid-F�orida

Provides professiona� �ega� aid to he�p �ow-income peop�e protect their �ive�ihoods,

their hea�th, and their fami�ies.

Phone: (8��) 4�5-1417
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Website: c�smf.org

Lega� assistance is avai�ab�e to qua�ifying F�oridians through a partnership between 

The F�orida Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 

For more information, visit F�orida.FreeLega�Answers.org.

CODE ENFORCEMENT

Orange County can on�y enforce codes for properties �ocated within unincorporated

Orange County. If you are �ocated within a municipa�ity in Orange County, p�ease

contact the city you reside in by visiting you �oca� municipa�ities website. 

Unincorporated Orange County

Phone: 3-1-1 or (4�7) 836-3111

Website: https://www.ocf�.net/NeighborsHousing/CodeComp�iance.aspx

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Orange County Emergency Renta� Assistance Program

If you are behind in rent due to COVID-19, p�ease contact Orange County’s Emergency

Renta� Assistance Program. Phone: 311 or 4�7-836-3111

Website: ocf�.net/EmergencySafety/Coronavirus/EmergencyRenta�Assistance.aspx

For additiona� resources, p�ease contact Orange County 311: To speak with a

specia�ist who can connect you with the right department or agency within Orange

County. Phone: Dia� 311 or 4�7-836-3111

Website: orangecountyf�.net/Home/311He�pInfo.aspx

HURRICANE PREPARDNESS TRIVIA

Take this short quiz from the American Red Cross to see how much you know about

hurricane preparedness: 

1. You on�y need a hurricane safety p�an if you:

A) Go boating frequent�y. 

B) Live at the beach.

C) Reside in an area at-risk for hurricanes and hurricane-re�ated damage.

2. You find out that your community’s hurricane response p�an inc�udes evacuation.

What shou�d you do?

A) Create an evacuation p�an with the other members of your househo�d. 

B) Ta�k about it once and don’t think about it again- you a�� know what to do. 

C) Evacuation p�an? You don’t need one, you’�� just hit the road and go. 
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3. The Nationa� Weather Service issues an a�ert for your area, but you don’t know

if it is a Hurricane Watch or Hurricane Warning. You shou�d:

A) Forget about it. It wi�� be ok. 

B) Panic: Get in the car and evacuate immediate�y. 

C) Find out right away. 

4. What is storm surge?

A) The rise in seawater �eve� was caused by a hurricane or other storm. 

B) The traffic jam that occurs during a mandatory evacuation.

C) The sideways rain that accompanies the high winds of a hurricane. 

5. What is the major threat from hurricanes for peop�e �iving in�and?

A) Strong Winds

B) F�ooding 

C) B�izzards

For the comp�ete quiz a�ong with the answers, c�ick here. 

UPDATED CDBG-DR TIMELINE

The fu�� updated CDBG-DR time�ine can be found here: www.ocf�.net/CDBG-DR. 

Updated CDBG-DR Time�ine

January 9, 2�24: BCC pub�ic hearing for the CDBG-DR Action P�an. P�ease c�ick 

HERE to view the pub�ic hearing recording.

January 17, 2�24: Orange County submitted the fina� CDBG-DR Action P�an to HUD

for review and approva�. P�ease c�ick HERE for the fina� CDBG-DR Action P�an. 

March 14, 2�24: Orange County CDBG-DR Action P�an was reviewed and approved

by HUD.

Apri� 9, 2�24: Grant Agreement for CDBG-DR funds executed between Orange

County and HUD.

Summer 2�24: Community engagement and outreach activities for residents and

stakeho�ders to provide additiona� CDBG-DR updates and so�icit input.

August 2�24 (Tentative): Request for App�ications (RFA) for Pub�ic Services,

Infrastructure & Pub�ic Faci�ities projects to open for non-profit agencies and

�oca� jurisdictions. 

August 2�24 (Tentative): Technica� Assistance and Informationa� Session wi�� be

he�d on CDBG-DR Pub�ic Services, Infrastructure & Pub�ic Faci�ities RFA process. 

More information wi�� be avai�ab�e in our next news�etter, coming out on June 3�,

2�24. 
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Stay Tuned! 

He�p us spread the word about CDBG-DR

Sign Up for our Newsletter Here

Connect with us on our socia� media 

Questions? Thoughts? Suggestions?

We’re here to he�p! Contact us here: 

Disaster.Recovery@ocf�.net

Orange County, F�orida does not to�erate discrimination in any of its programs, services, or

activities. Pursuant to Tit�e VI of the Civi� Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. § 2���d et seq. (Tit�e

VI, and re�ated �aws and regu�ations), and Orange County, F�orida Regu�ations and Standard

Operating Procedures, the County wi�� not exc�ude from participation in, deny the benefits of,

or subject to discrimination any person on the grounds of race, co�or, nationa� origin, sex,

age, disabi�ity, re�igion, income, or fami�y status.

On�ine Language Access

Accessibi�ity Statement

View in browser
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